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«Go ye mto all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St. Mark, xvi. 15, 

* And [saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach hm 
mito thein that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and pele”. 
Revs X1Ve Os 


CONDUCTED BY 
AN ASSOCIATION OF CLERGYMEN. 


——— eo eae 


Saturday, November 30, 1822. No. 2 


Vol. I. 7 


The Constitution of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States 
of America. 


Art. I—This institution shall be denominated the Domeséic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America. 

drt. I—It shall be composed of the bishops of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, and of the members of the house of 
clerical and lay deputies of the General Convention of said 
church, for the time being; and of such other persons, as shall 
contribute, by subscription, three dollars, or more, annually, to 
the objects of the institution, during the continuance of such 
contributions; and of such as shall contribute at once thirty 
dollars, which contribution shall constitute them members for 
ife. 

Members who pay fifty dollars, on subscribing, shall be de- 
nominated patrons of the society. 

It shall be the privilege of the subscribers, to designate, on 
their subscriptions, to which of the objects, domestic, or foreign, 
they desire their contributions to be applied. If no specification 
be made, the board of directors may apply them to either, or 
both, at their discretion. 

Art. 111,—The society shall meet triennially, at the place, in 
which the General Convention, shall hold its session, ‘The 
time of meeting shall be on the first day of the session, at five 
o'clock, P. M. 

A sermon shall be preached, and a collection made in aid of 
the funds of the socicty, at such time, during the session of the 
Convention, as may be determined at the annual meeting: the 
preacher to be appointed by the house of bishops. 

Art. 1V.—TVhe presiding bishop of this church, shall be pre- 
sident of the society ; the other bishops, according to seniority, 
vice presidents. ‘There shall be two secretaries, and twenty- 
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four directors, who shall be chosen, by ballot, at each meet 
ing. 
Art. V.—The directors, together with the president, vice 
presidents, and patrons of the society-—who shall, ex officio, be 
directors—shall compose a body to be denominated the Board 
of Directors of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America. They shall meet annually in the city of Philadelphia, 
except in the year of the meeting of the General Convention, 
when they shall assemble at the place of the meeting thereof, 
Nine members of the board of directors shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum to do business. ; 
The meetings of the board of directors shall always be opened 








he 

with using a form of prayer to be set forth by the house of re 

bishops for that purpose, or one or more suitable prayers se- ac 

lected from the liturgy. h 

Art. VI.--At the annual meetings, all missionary stations, ap- ' 

pointments of missionaries, and appropriations of money, and | 

all by-laws necessary for their own government, and for con- : 

, ducting the affairs of the missions, shall be made; provided, \ 
that all appointments of missionaries shall be with the approba- ; 

tion of the bishops present. Special meetings may be called by | 


the president, or by one of the vice presidents, as often as may 
be necessary to carry into effect the resolutions adopted at the 
annual meetings of the board; at which special mectings, seven 
members, including the president or one of the vice presidents, 
shall be a quorum to transact business. 

The board of directors, whether at their annual or special 
meetings, may appoint such committees as may be necessary or 
useful. ; 

Art. VI.—There shall be annually appointed a treasurer and 
two members of the society, who together shall be termed trus- 
tees of the permanent fund. ) 

The treasurer shall receive ail contributions which shall be 
made to the society, and enter them in detail, distinguishing be- 
tween what may be contributed for domestic, and what for 
foreign purposes, if any such distinction should be made; and 
present a statement of his accounts annually, or oftener, if re- 


quired, to the board of directors. He shall not pay monies un- 4 
less on an order from the board, signed by the president, or in cd 
his absence, by the senior vice president, who may attend the * 

" : meeting, when such order is given. = 
: Twenty per cent. of all monies, which shall be contributed, 
He to carry into effect the objects of the institution, shall be vested 
eh | by the trustees, in their own name, as officers of the society, 10 : 
Ke some safe and productive stock, to constitute a permanent fund. 
i; The residue of the contributions, with the interest arising from 
+e 
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e permanent fund, shall be appropriated to the objects, for 
ce " shic h the society was formed. 
de Art. VIIL——The board of directors, at their annual mectings, 
d shall taki such measures as they may deem proper, to establish 
Vv auxiliary societies in any diocese, with the advice and consent 
yf ff the bishop of the same; to secure patronage, and to enlarge 
q the funds of the institution. The bishop of every diocese shall 
i be pee of the auxiliary societies organized within it. 
A Art. IX.--In any diocese or district where there is a bishop 
or an ecclesiastical body duly constituted under the authority 


of the convention of the same for missionary purposes, aid may 
be given in money; but the appointment of the missionary shall 
rest with the bishop or ecclesiastical body aforesaid. He shall 
act under their direction; and shall render to them a report of 
his proceedings, copies of which shall be forwarded to this so- 
cie Y 

rt. X.—The board of directors shall, at every meeting of 
the society, present a detailed report of their proceedings ; 
which, if approv ed and adopted by the society, shall, on the 
next day, be presented by their president, to the General Con- 
vention, as the report of the society. 

Art. X1——The present convention shall elect, by ballot, the 
twenty-four directors and the two secretaries, provided for by 
the 4th article, to act till the first stated meeting of the society ; 
and the first meeting of the board of directors shall take place 
it Philadelphia, on the third Wednesday in November instant. 

Art, X/1.--It is recommended to every member of society, 
to pray to Almighty God, for his blessing upon its designs, 
under the full conviction, that unless he direct us in all our 
doings, with his most gracious favour, and further us, with his 
continual help, we cannot reasonably hope, either to peers 
uitable persons to act as missionaries, or expect that their en 
Jeavours will be successful. 


REV. MR. BEDELL’S REPORY. 


(4 the Executive Commtittee of the Foreign and Domestic JMis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Gentlemen,—In offering my report to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the General Missionary Society, I have to regret that 
iny success has not been so great as I had fondly hoped for, 
but still as great as under existing circumstances could have 
heen reasonably anticipated. The formation of a society for 


slonary purposes, whose operations are intended to be ex- 
9 
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tensive, is a circumstance yet new to the Episcopalians of < 
country, and it will require some considcrable time to produce 
such a favourable impression as shall lead them to enter into 
the subject with a zeal and energy at all proportioned to the 
importance of the object. I am happy to state to the Commit- 
tee, that I have not found in any of the places which I hay: 
visited, any thing like hostility to the objects of the institution, 
but wherever there has not been a hearty and decided appro- 
bation, there has been nothing more than a lukewarmness and 
indifference. ‘The society will be under great obligations to 
the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, and such of the clergy of his 
diocese as I have been enabled to visit, for their cordial appro- 
bation of the object, and the prompt and effectual assistanc: 
which they have given to your agent. It unfortunately hap 
pened, that when I reached New Haven, the bishop was ab- 
sent, and I was prevented trom obtaining such information re- 
specting the situation of some parishes, as would have enabled 
me, without any loss of time, to make collections in them. 
Owing to this absence of the bishop, and also to the circum- 
stance of the weather being extremely unfavourable, I was ad- 
vised by the Rev. Mr. Croswell to postpone the collection until 
my return. I however stated to the congregation the object o! 
the society, and endeavoured, at that time and subsequently, to 
produce a favourable impression. From New Haven I pro- 
ceeded to Hartford, where an appointment had been made for 
Thursday evening, the third of October. I here found the 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton very particularly interested in the great 
subject of missions, and at his solicitation, together with the 
advice of others who appeared much engaged in the business, 
{ consented to remain and not take the collection until Sunday, 
the 6th instant. 

On Sunday evening, the 6th instant, I preached, and took up 
the collection in Hartford, which amounted to $62. This has 
since been increased, on my return through Hartford, to $75. 
On Monday evening, the 7th, I preached, and took up a col- 
lection in the church at Middletown, amounting to $21. It 
was in this town, that a lady, whose name is not to be men- 
tioned, offered to the society the securities referred to in my 
letter to the committee, amounting to about eleven hundred 
dollars, from which will be to be deducted the expense of 
collecting. ‘This is most unquestionably a noble example to 
those who are rich in this world’s goods, and who can with- 
out injurv to themselves do incalculable good to the cause 
of the Lord, by a charity proportioned to their abilities. May 
the blessing of many who are ready to perish for lack of spi- 
ritual food, reward the individual who has so liberally sought 
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‘ty provide the society with the means by which they may 
administer to the hungry the bread of eternal life. I here 
met with much valuable assistance from the Kev. Mr. No- 
ble, rector of the church, who has expressed much interest 
in the affairs of the institution. I ought not to forget the kind 
attentions and assistance of the Rey. Mr. Rutledge, of the dio- 
cese of South Carolina, who had been spending the season in 
Middletown. From this place I proceeded to New London, 
where an appointment had been made for me to preach on 
Thursday evening, the 10th instant. This, however, was pre- 
vented by rain, and a violent attack of sick headache, which 
onfined me to the bed nearly two days. I was therefore com- 
nelled to remain until Sunday, the 13th instant, when I preach- 
re and took up a collection amounting to S49. I here found 
» Rev. Mr. Judd, much inteneabed. and prompt in every 
measure likely to render the collection respectable. From this 
pli ace I was to have gone on to Providence, Rhode Island, hav- 
ing received a very friendly letter from the Rev. Mr. C rocker on 
the subject, but as the time allowed me to be absent from Phila- 
delphia had now expired, and as I was not willing to encroach 
upon the permission granted by the trustees of my church, as it 
might have interfered with their arrangements, I was compelled 
to turn mv face homeward. When I reached New Haven, on 
my wav back, I preached on Sunday, the 20th, and took up a 
collection amounting to about $70, w hic h finished my duties in 
Connecticut. The Rev. Mr. Croswell had been active during 
my absence in endeavouring to ensure the success of my appli- 
cation, and in every particular was of essential service. I here 
met with the bishop, who gave me much information, which 
would have enabled me to do considerably more, had I the re- 
quisite time. I trust, however, that my mission has been of 
some importance by placing the subject distinctly before the 
minds of the people, and preparing the way by which any fu- 
ture agent may meet with more abundant success. To recapi- 
ilate the collections :— 


In Hartford, - - $75 
Middletown, - - 21 
New London, - - 42 
New Haven, - - 70 

$208 


esides the $1100, a donation by the lady alluded to. 


Respectfully submitted, 
G. T. BeDELt. 
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MR. EPHRAIM BACON’S REPOR'T. 


To the * Executive Committee of the Society Jor Domestic and 


Foreign Missions.” 


Gentlemen,—September 17th, I left Philadelphia, arrived at 
New York on the 18th, and from thence proceeded to the Eas. 
tern Diocese, arrived at Providence, Rhode Island, on the even- 
ing of the 19th, where I learnt that the Rev. Mr. Crocker was 
not in town. On the morning of the 20th went to Bristol, and 
called at the residence of the Right Reverend Bishop Griswold, 
who, I found, was absent on a visit to distant parishes. As a 
biennial convention was to be holden at Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, on-the 25th, I returned to Providence at evening, and on 
Saturday, the 2ist, proceeded to Boston, where [I arrived th 
same day, and continued my journey that night to Newburyport. 
There [ had the gratification of hearing the worthy Bishop oi 
the Eastern Diocese preach in St. Paul’s Church; after divine 
service I delivered an introductory letter to him, and, at the 
same time, made the object of my visit known to the Rev. James 
Morss, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, who cheerfully rendered 
much friendly assistance. 

Monday morning, September 23d, I waited on the Bishop, 
who cordially gave his approbation in writing, which I caused 
to be printed and annexed to my credentials, after which ] 
prepared a Subscription Book for Domestic and Foreign pur- 
poses. 

Tuesday, September 24th, waited on Dudley Ting, Esq. who 
headed the list in that town; after which I made many solici- 
tations—at length I was advised to visit Portsmouth ; and, on 
Wednesday morning, September 25th, proceeded to Portsmouth, 
where I made known the object of my visit to the Reverend 
Clergy, and Lay Deputies of the Convention then sitting ; among 
whom were the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, and the Rev. Mr. Eaton, of 
Boston, who were very friendly to the several objects of the so- 
ciety. I opened a subscription which was commenced by James 
Sheafe, Esq. who appeared to take a lively interest in the cause 
of missions, and in the welfare of the church generally, as did 
also several other members of the church. After spending se- 
veral days in Portsmouth endeavouring to excite a general in- 
terest, especially among Episcopalians, I left Portsmouth and 
returned to Newburyport (not having found sufficient encourage: 
ment to warrant the extending of my journey farther eastward), 
where I recommenced my solicitations among the members of 
the church. I alsocalled on William Bartlett, Esq. and several 
other members of the Congregational Church, who manifested 
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‘heir approbation by contributing aid in behalf of the African 
Mission. 

Tuesday, October 1st, left Newburyport and returned to 
Boston, partly for the purpose of making additional inquiries 
for a vessel to Africa, but ascertained that no vessel was ex- 
pected to be despatched for that coast this fall. 

Wednesday, October 2d, visited the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Rector 
of Christ Church, who advised that I would do well to wait 
unti! the return of Dr. Jarvis, who was from home. There- 
fore, in the meantime, I thought proper to visit Salem. Ar- 
rived in Salem on Thursday evening, and, on the morning of 
the 4th of October, called on the Rev. Mr. Carlisle, to whom 
I hada letter. He informed me that there was a Missionary 
Society in St. Peter’s Church, and that the constitution required 
that their funds should be appropriated to domestic purposes: 
irom this society I received thirty dollars. I made other fre- 
quent solicitations, but to little effect. 

I visited a Mr. Gould, at Beverly, who had made several 
voyages to Africa, from whom I obtained useful information. 
On Saturday evening, October 5th, I returned to Boston. Sun- 
day evening, October 6th, the Rev. Mr. Eaton having given 
previous notice, a collection was taken up in Christ Church, in 
aid of the funds for an African Mission. 

Monday, October 7th, called on the Rey. Dr. Jarvis, who 
most cheerfully rendered very essential aid both by his influence 
and subscription, and gave me a note to William P. Green, 
Esq. counsellor at law, who not only contributed liberally him- 
self, but collected several donations from his friends, and would 
have accompanied me in making solicitations among his friends 
and members of the churches had not indisposition prevented. 
Mr. Daniel Noyes, a member of a Congregational Church, 
cheerfully contributed himself, and went around with me among 
his friends, who generally contributed, and manifested a lively 
interest in a Mission to Africa. I continued solicitations in 
Boston until October 22d, when I returned to Providence, 
Rhode Island, and called on the Rev. Mr. Crocker, to whom I 
had a letter; he cordially assisted me by his influence, preached 
a sermon, and took up a collection for the benefit of an African 
Mission. , 

Thursday, October 24th, went to Bristol and waited on the 
Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, who kindly assisted me in the 
objects of my visit. General George D’ Wolf contributed li- 
berally, as also did several other members of the church. 

Saturday, October 26th, proceeded to Newport, Rhode Island, 
and called at the residence of the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, but found 
that he was not in town. After which I waited on several 
members of his yestrv, who appeared to be friendly to the oh- 
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jects of the society. After having spent several days I had ob- 
tained but limited aid ; yet there 1s reason to hope that an aux- 
iliary society will be formed to aid the funds of the general so- 
ciety in its several benevolent objects—-and that Providence 
and other towns will not be found among the last to lend their 
benevolence to aid in the glorious cause of evangelizing the 
world. 

I had several interviews with Captains Devens and Tavyer, 
who had frequently sailed to the Western Coast of Africa, as 
had also Captain Gould, before mentioned ; all of whom agieed 
that the Gold Coast was by far the most eligible for a mission- 
ary station. Having had intercourse with nearly all the tribes 
on the Western Coast, they deem the natives on the Gold Coast 
to be less ferocious and warlike—-to have acquired more of the 
English language than others—to have become more acquainted 
with civilized people, and to be better cultivators of the soil; 
which is equal if not superior to any other: also, that the cli- 
mate is far more healthy, as the duration of the rainy season is 
shorter and the rains less abundant than in the neighbourhood 
of Monserado, or Sierra Leone. ‘Lhe natives appear to ma- 
nifest great anxiety to have their children educated. Hence, 
those three masters of vessels, though separate from each 
other, agree in opinion that the Gold Coast is by far the 
most eligible. St. George Del Mina, a strong Dutch garri- 
son, is recommended ; it is composed of two strong forts, not 
inferior to any on that coast, situate about ten miles from the 
English garrison at Cape Coast Castle. They state also, that 
the Dutch are very favourable to the American traders ; that 
t there is a probability that not only the Dutch authorities, but 
| the native chiefs would patronize schools partially-—the country 
is rich in minerals, and that Indian corn is cultivated : Captain 
Gould brought from the coast 11,000 bushels of corn to the 
West Indies, in the summer of 1821. If that should be deemed 
too near other European factories, Assinee is recommended as 
4 F being at a suitable distance, and yet so near as to admit of an 

‘ interchange of friendly offices—thirty to forty miles. I pur- 
' chased of Captain Devens two approved Charts of the Western 
; 1g Coast of Africa, which will be found to be useful, as they exhi- 
| i Re if bit a view of the sea-coast, principal rivers, harbours, European 
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forts or factories, mountains, islands, capes, headlands, &c. 
October 30th, left Newport and arrived in Providence where 
, I received the collection which was taken up in St. John’s 
aruet 3 at Church, made some other small collections, but did not succeed 

: manic: § in obtaining more than limited aid. 

The causes, among others, which operated against further 
success in the Eastern Diocese were, 1st, The parishes, with 
the exception of those which are in Boston, are not wealthy, 
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wd as there are frequent calls made on them for the support of 
the ministry in parishes where there is not a rector to adminis- 
er to their spiritual wants, therefore many are of opinion that 
their duty requires that they should not send their means 
abroad until the destitute parishes are supplied with teachers : 
adly, The other denominations of Christians generally are very 
much engaged in missionary efforts, so that less pecuniary aid 
could be reasonably expected ; though they have been very 
friendly, and appear to rejoice that the Episcopal Church is 
becoming more engaged on the subject of missions, and espe- 
cially in behalf of degraded Africa: Sdly, The Rey. Mr. Gur- 
lev, Agent of the Colonization Society, was at the eastward at 
the same time. ‘Though I most sincerely wished him success in 
obtaining aid for that Society, as also I presume he wished me to 
succeed in obtaining aid to ‘the Church Missionary Society, yet 
necessarily the two objects divided the benev olence of the pub- 
lic, and each obtained less funds than we otherwise would, had 
ve solicited at different times. 

The Rev. Dr. Jarvis of Boston became an annual subscriber 
of five dollars. I endeavoured to obtain others, but did not suc- 
ceed. 

Accompanying this report are lists of receipts and expendi- 
tures, all of which are respectfully submitted, by your most 
chedient and very humble servant, 








E. Bacon. 
Philadelphia, 19th November, 1822. 
Monies Received for the Church Missionary Socicty. Foreign. Domestic. 
In Newburyport, - - - - $27 34 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 21 OO 
Salem, Massachusetts, - - - 3 00 $30 00 
Boston, do. - - - 239 50 
Bristol, Rhode Island, - - 43 OO 5 00 
Newport, do. - - - 15 00 
Providence, do. - - - 18 25 
$367 O9 
For Domestic purposes, 35 OO 
$402 09 
Seventy-eight dollars and fifty cents of 
78 30 


the above sum was given in books, 
clothing, &e. - - - 
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GOOD NEWS FROM INDIA. 


The intelligence contained in the following extract, must 
prove highly gratifying to every one interested in the moral 
improvement of that vast multitude of degraded and benighted 
people, to whom it has reference. The important event an- 
nounced by it, is precisely such as would naturally have been 
anticipated by any one, at all conversant with the progress of 
missionary effort, and with the gradual illumination of that 
dark portion of the globe; and will be hailed as the earnest 
and harbinger of that glorious era foretold by Ged himself, 
when the strong holds of superstition will be broken down, and 
the fatal spell, with which idolatry binds in spiritual death so 
many millions of the human family, be dissipated by the influ- 
ence of the blessed gospel. We are disposed with the writer 
of the article, to attribute much to the influence of “ the free 
press;” but think that he ought to have noticed, as the pri- 
mary and moving cause, the great, and in some measure suc- 
cessful, exertions that have been made to evangelize that part 
of the world. Certainly the disproportionate effects which 
have hitherto resulted from missionary labours, must be at- 
tributed to a radical mistake in the plan of those who have 
been engaged in the holy work—to their not accompanying 
the means of grace with the means of intellectual improve- 
ment; and thus by elevating the heathen mind above the de- 
pression of its condition, to enable it not only to appreciate the 
value of the gospel, but to carry into practice its requisitions ; 
to disenthral itself from the trammels of its native prejudices ; 
and to assert its right to that glorious liberty with which Chris- 
tianity alone can make it free. Happily the mode of procedure 
is now different. The cultivation of the rational faculty goes 
hand in hand with the inculcation of religious truth. Almost 
the first object that now engages the attention of a missionary, 
is the establishment of elementary schools, in which the native 
children are imbued with the best knowledge afforded by their 
native literature, and gradually prepared to drink from foreign 
sources of instruction. In these schools, thousands are now 
receiving the rudiments of a useful education; and we may con- 
fidently expect that this circumstance, together with the cause 
which gave the first impulse to this benevolent work, will, not 
long hence, display its effects in the general amelioration, social 
and spiritual, of those within the sphere of its salutary ope- 
ration. 

‘74 Of 4° ; = . 
Destruction of the Fagar naut. Seer en 
“It must gratify every friend to the progress of human rea- 
son to learn, that notwithstanding the difficulties so long cons!- 
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dered insuperable, a glorious change is effected in British India. 
The tree press of Calcutta has operated most powerfully in re- 
forming the most inveterate and revolting abuses. The effect 
of seven native presses at work in that great city has been to 
triumph over Hindoo superstition in its strong hold. During 
the last festival of Jagarnaut, so few pilgrims were present that 
they were unable to drag the car. The Brahmins called in 
other aid, but no devotee could be persuaded to sacrifice him- 
self to the idol. They now talk of removing the Rath to a more 
central situation. ‘The wily priesthood have sagacity enough 
to perceive that they must remove the theatre of their sangui- 
nary superstition beyond the sphere of a free press; or that the 
bigotry of thirty centuries will disappear. ‘To the permanent 
glory of our Indian administration, a large portion of the po- 
pulation of Bengal are receiving the rudiments of an improved 
system of education, while thousands of elementary works are 
circulating throughout our empire. Even Hindoo women, 
against whom widowhood, and consequent burning alive, are 
denounced for learning the alphabet, and who must not read the 
Veda under pain of death, have placed their daughters at the 
public schools. The celebrated Hindoo reformer, Ram Mohun 
Roy, has held public meetings at Calcutta, for the purpose of 
freelv discussing the tenets of his religion, and exposing the 
cruelties practised under it.” 


a ee 


Convention of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Vermont. 


This Convention was held at Rockingham on the 27th day 
of June, and was attended by the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, 
with six clergymen and fifteen laymen. There appear to be 
fourteen parishes existing already in the state, as we find paro- 
chial reports from that number, The number of communi- 
cants has increased from 391 to 592 during the last year. In 
several of the parishes there are flourishing Sunday schools. 

Small as the church is in Vermont, (and it must be remem- 
bered that it is only a few years since it began to exist) they 
have already formed a Domestic Missionary Society, and have 
enjoined it on all the clergy, by a resolution of the Convention, 
to preach in their several churches on the subject, and to so- 
licit contributions. The Episcopal Church in Vermont, has 
now a suit pending before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, for the recovery of the “ Society lands” as they are 
termed. On the whole, the prospects of the church in this 
state are flattering. It cannot be expected, however, to ex- 
tend rapidly, till a body of nfissionaries can be employed in its 
service, 
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Bishop Griswold’s Address at the Biennial Convention of the 
Eastern Diocese recently held at Portsmouth, New Hamp. 
shire. 
An interesting address was delivered by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Griswold. He details at considerable length his proceed- 
ings since the antecedent Convention, and intermingles with the 
account many useful reflections upon the local circumstances of 
the individual parishes. The length of the address, and nature 
of its details render it impossible to admit the whole of it into 
the Record ; we have therefore extracted such parts of it as we 
consider most interesting. 

The following is the account of his visit to the Congregation 
at Berkshire, Vermont. 


“On the 15th, I visited a new parish in Berkshire, and was 
highly gratified in finding there much piety and zeal, and at- 
tachment to the Episcopal church. Its friends were then 
making preparation for erecting a house of prayer; and mani- 
fested a desire and willingness, to the utmost of their abilities, 
to procure and support, an apostolic ministration of the Chris- 
tian ordinances. ‘lhe services of that day were unusually in- 
teresting and impressive. ‘There being no building sufficiently 

capacious to contain the congregation expected, with the timber 
collected for the new church, on a beautiful rising ground, 

bit where it is to be erected, shaded by a small and very pleasant 

i grove of sugar maples, the people prepared seats and other ac- 

: commodations for divine service. Our altar was built as it 

f were with unhewn stones: we consecrated those materials by 
wou & | t anticipating their use. The thought that they were to be ‘ fitly 
aes joined together,’ in one beautiful temple, dedicated to God, 

; I naturally caused the very interesting and serious reflections, 

i that the congregation present were, or ought to be, materials in 

i preparation ‘ as lively stones,’ to be ‘a spiritual house,’ a‘ build- 

‘ if ing not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.’ Many cir- 
cumstances conspired to heighten the interest of the scene and 
the occasion, and make impressions upon a serious mind not 
soon to be forgotten. Surveying the one, and reflecting upon 
the other; beholding a large assembly, collected from many 
miles of the country around, waiting, like Cornelius and his 
friends, and seeming to say, ‘we are all here present before 
aS ae) 8) God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God;’ with 
ae the additional consideration, that their immortal well-being 
might, in some degree, depend on my knowledge and fidelity, 
feelings were excited, which language cannot easily express. 
3 On such occasions, and to the preacher of the gospel similar 
ti occasions often occur, well may we exclaim, * who is sufficient 
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F. tor these things!’ It is among the wonderful counsels of God’s 
0 } . . . . . . 
| Of the unerring wisdom, that his strength should be manifest in weak- 





Hamp ness; that such a ‘treasure’ as the gospel ministry should be 
given us ‘in earthen vessels:’ that sinful creatures, themselves 
ev. Bi- ‘scarcely saved,’ and some of them, we may well fear, not 
roceed- saved, should be made the instruments of saving others. Di- 
"ith the vine wisdom, however, is sure to adapt the means to the end; 
nces of and, in the hands of Omnipotence, any means are effectual. The 
nature Lord ‘can satisfy men with bread’ in the most dreary wilder- 
It into ness. What seems to us impossible, with him is without diffi- ‘ 
aS We culty: by the foolishness of preaching, he can save them that 
believe. I was assisted in the services by my reverend brethren 
gation Leonard and Clapp, who, to my great comfort, and no small 
assistance, accompanied me more than two hundred miles of 
1d was this journey. After the second lesson, seven young persons, 
nd at- with the appearance of much piety and sincere devotion, pre- 
then sented themselves to be baptized. The sermon was heard with 
mani- attention worthy of a better discourse; and it being ended, 
ilities thirty-five persons received confirmation ; and they reccived it, 
7 em there was good reason to believe, with a just and deep sense of 
ly in- its nature and design. And, finally, the Lord’s Supper was ad- 
ientlv ministered to a respectable number of communicants.” 
imber In reference to the subject of Confirmation, the Bishop re- 
ound, marks ; 
asant 
er ac- “ The whole number confirmed is six hundred and fifty-two : 
as it | a number certainly not large for so many churches. But it 
ls by should be considered, that the greater part of our parishes are 
+ fitly | vet very small; and also that I have not thought it my duty to 
God, encourage any to make that solemn profession of their belief 
tons, and devotion to God, except they are sufficiently instructed in 
als in Christianity, and receive the ordinance from pious, conscientious 
uild- motives. The practice, which we may well fear has not been 
 clr- | uncommon, of admitting to confirmation, and even urging to 
and be confirmed, those who have no serious sense of religion, nor 
| not 4 real intention to deyote themselves to God, through Christ, 1s 
upon injurious to Christianity, and to our church in particular: it 
nany has caused confirmation to be lightly esteemed, and much ne- 
| his : glected. And we may add, as a further reason, why there are 
fore . in this diocese so few confirmations, that a great proportion of 
with k our largest parishes are on the sea-board ; in which, it is pain- 
eing 4 ful to state, there are fewer males who receive the Christian 
‘lity, 4 ordinances. In a visitation to one of our principal churches, 
ress. ; there were fifty females confirmed, and not one male. In our 
vilar country churches the men are little enough attentive to spiritual 
‘ient things; but they are still less so in commercial towns. If ‘ one 


goes his way to his farm, rather than his Saviour; still more 
“a = . . >] 
{r¢quently does ‘ another to his merchandise.’’ 
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Upon the subject of destitute parishes, he observes : 


“There is one subject, which, in every address, and on every 
occasion, ‘ in season and out of season,’ I think it my duty to 
keep constantly in view, and which I scarcely need add, is that 
of assisting our small poor parishes. In addition to what, « at 
sundry times, and in divers manners,’ I have said upon this 
point, permit me to call your attention to the hard case of those 
who, from a conscientious preference for the doctrines, worship, 
and discipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church, have with- 
drawn from other denominations, with whom, and from whom, 
they have been accustomed to receive much attention, and en- 
joy great privileges, and have formed themselves into societies, 
according to our order and discipline; and now find themselves, 
ina great degree, or altogether, neglected. They have none 
to encourage, none to instruct them: they rarely, if ever, hear 
the words of life from the lips of our ministers; they become 
at length disheartened, and discontinue their efforts. Were 
they suitably and in season cherished, others would be encoura- 
ged to follow their example. But as the case is, the contrary 
is the effect; many whose faith and hearts are with us, are de- 
ierred from making an effort so hopeless.” 


He concludes as follows: 


‘** It is not, I trust, necessary even to remind those who com- 
pose this convention, how essential to the prosperity of our 
churches is the diffusion of religious knowledge, and chiefly 
‘the first principles of the doctrine of Christ.’ For this end, 
you will readily perceive that we ought to have, throughout the 
whole diocese, one uniform and well devised plan of catecheti- 
cal instruction. It should be, as I conceive, a systematic digest 
of the rudiments of Christian theology, well calculated for in- 
structing children in the church catechism; youth respecting 
confirmation, and young people, and all who necd it, what is the 
nature, and what the benefits of receiving the Lord’s Supper. 
Whether it is expedient for this convention to appoint a com- 
mittee, or to take any measures on this subject, you will judge. 

“In no one thing, as I conceive, can we better promote the 
interests of religion, than in selecting, encouraging, and aiding 
pious young men, of suitable qualifications, to labour as mis- 
sionaries in the remote parts of this diocese. Or, if there be 
any one duty of still greater importance, it is, that all the mem- 
bers of our churches should be more frequent, and more earnest 
in our prayers to Almighty God, and the adorable Head of the 
church, that he will send labourers into his harvest,—pastors 
after his own mind; and that he will direct and prosper those 
who now are engaged in the sacred ministry. It is much to be 
feared that there is among us a very great deficiency in this 
duty, without which, vou well know, all we do else 1s to little 
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purpose. Our blessed Lord has particularly commanded us, as 
the most effectual means of obtaining labourers for his work, 
to apply directly, by prayer, to him, the Lord of the harvest. 
That he may inspire, direct, and hear our prayers, God merci- 
fully grant through Jesus Christ.” 

Every parish has been visited during the last two years. The 
whole number confirmed is 652; and we notice with peculiar 
satisfaction the formation of numerous missionary associations 
within the diocese. ‘There has been but one Presbyter ordain- 
ed, though nine have been admitted to the order of deacons. 


—=—— 
BIBLE CAUSE IN FRANCE. 


A few years ago, scarcely an effort was made—scarcely a 
franc was contributed in all France, for the printing and distri- 
bution of the Holy Scriptures; and now a society is in active 
operation, composed of men of the first respectability and influ- 
ence in the metropolis of that kingdom, which already numbers 
twenty-two auxiliary societies, and a large number of smaller as- 
sociations. It is stated in the “ Third Annual Report of the 
Protestant Bible Society of Paris,” presented at the general 
meeting of the society in April of the present year, that a pri- 
vate individual has offered the sum of one thousand francs, fo 
the best production, written in French, in favour of Bible socie- 
lies, in which shall be shown the advantages resulting from 
the distribution and reading of the Holy Scriptures, and the ob- 
jections which are made to this society answered.” 

It appears from the same report, that the amount of the re- 


ccipts, during the past year, is more than 100,000 francs; and - 


that over 11,000 copies of the word of God have been either 
distributed gratuitously, or sold at reduced prices to the desti- 
tute population. 


-——— ~— 


DEATH OF THE BISHOP OF CALCUTTA. 


It is with no ordinary emotions of regret we have heard ot 


‘ie death of the Bishop of Calcutta, the celebrated Dr. Middle- 
‘on, whose extensive learning, distinguished piety, and indefa- 
gable zeal, eminently fitted him for the very important station 
which he filled with so much ability, and with so flattering a pros- 
oect of usefulness to the interests of the missionary cause. His de- 
mise at this time, is particularly to be deplored, on account of the 
yet incomplete state of the Mission College, of which he was the 
president, in the establishment of which he had been mainly in- 
trumental, and which we trust will prove a mighty engine in 
the work of converting the heathen to the obedience of Christ. 
We pray that God who has called his faithful servant to his re- 
ward, will not suffer that important concern to be long without 
in efficient head. 
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NUMBER OF CLERGYMEN, 


' At the beginning of the present year the whole number o} 
Episcopal clergymen, in the United States, was distributed in 
the following manner: 

In Maine, 2; in New Hampshire, 4; Vermont, 7; Massa- 
nrg We 16; Rhode Island, 6; Connecticut, 44; New York, 

82; New Jersey, 13; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 8; Maty- 
land, 53; Virginia, 27; North a gees, 9; South Carolina, 
25; Ohio, 6; Georgia, 3; Kentucky, 4 : Louisiana, 1; Mis. 


sourl, 1. ‘Total, 333. 
a 


JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED, 


The Rev. Mr. Allen, Rector of St. Paul’s of this city, i: 
about publishing several Sermons upon the important doctrines 
of the Atonement, the Trinity, and Divinity of Christ, designed 
as a manual on these subjects. The price of the work will be 50 
cents ; and it is put thus low for the purpose of promoting its 


general circulation, 
~~ 


Ordination.—At an ordination held in St. John’s Churci, 
Providence, Rhode Island, on the 6th of September, Alexande: 
Jones, jun. and Charles He ‘nry Alden were admitted to the holy 
order of Deacons, by the Ri ght Rey. Bishop Griswold. Divine 
service was performed by he Rev. Mr. Taft, and a sermon 
preached by the Bishop. 

Consecration—On Wednesday, 16th October, St. Andrew's 
Church, Northford, Connecticut, was consecrated to the scr- 
vice of Almighty God, by the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. 

a 

The Tre asurer of the “* Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society” acknow ledges the receipt of five dollars from a “ New 
York Episcopalian.” 


Contributions to the Society can be forwarded to the trea- 
surer, Thomas Hale, Esq., 83 Chestnut Street. 


At the request of several of the subscribers, we have pub- 
lished at the beginning of this Number, the constitution of “The 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant 
E piscopal Church i in the United States of America.” 


nie = = = — —_ a 





The Cuunen Recorp is slated on 16 octavo pages, | and published every other 
Saturday. The price is One Dollar a year, payable in advance ; and until this 
condition shall have been complicd with, the Record will not be sent to any 


Kept or, 
All letters on the subject of the work must be post j paid. 





Publishe a by E. Lirrett, No. 88, Chestnut Street, Philadelphia—and in 
Trenton; and in New York, by R, Norris Henry, 129 Broadway. 


Clark & Raser, Printers, Philadelphia. 





